
The Scriptures Fulfilled

Parent Connect
Thoughts on Luke 4:14-21

In this lesson, Jesus returns to his hometown of Nazareth. At first the people there 
welcome their hometown hero. Jesus attends the local synagogue on the Sabbath. 
As a special guest, he is invited to read from the writings of the prophets. Jesus turns 
to Isaiah 61:1-2, a prophecy that describes exactly what he came to do. God sent 
him to proclaim good news to the poor and liberty to the captives, to bring sight to 
the blind and freedom for the oppressed—“to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Jesus then makes an astonishing announcement: “Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” The Messiah has come—and here he is, right now! 

Imagine if you had been present in the synagogue that day. What might you have 
thought?

As we will see in next week’s lesson, the story does not end well. Many people in 
Nazareth chose to reject Jesus as their Messiah. They chose to remain lost in the 
darkness of unbelief and captive to sin. 

Yet Jesus fulfilled the words of the prophets. He came to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and all who believe in him are set free!

Let’s Talk Around the Table!
• Talk with your children about the work of missionaries who 

proclaim the good news of Jesus all around the world. 
• Search churchwebsites for information on missionaries 

and Bible translators. Pray for them and for their work. 
• Remind your children that they, too, are missionaries for Jesus!

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
January 18 is the day to remember 

The Confession of St. Peter. The story of 
Peter’s confession is found in Matthew 
16:13-20 (also in Mark 8:27-30 and Luke 
9:18-21). Jesus asks his disciples, “Who 
do you say I am?” Peter makes his con-
fession—his statement of faith. It is the 
answer God reveals to him, the answer 
of everyone who trusts in Jesus for sal-
vation: “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” Peter’s statement of faith 
is the rock, the rock solid foundation of 
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truth on which Jesus will build his Church.
January 18, 1912…Captain Robert 

Scott, an officer in the British Royal Navy, 
reaches the South Pole. Scott’s expedi-
tion was not the first. On the morning 
of January 18, Scott and his men found 
the tent left by five Norwegians who had 
reached the pole before they did.  Scott 
kept a journal describing his expedition.

January 20, 1930…Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin is born. On July 20, 1969, he and 
Neil Armstrong were the first men to walk 
on the moon. 

Pray
Today!
Lord Jesus,  help 

me to recognize the 
special gifts you 
have given me, and 
then learn to use 
them for the good 
of all. Amen.

Seek & Find

 P B F S P I R I T O
R M R I K G F S V P
 O J E S U S A E L P
P S E A F X N N I R
H C A I Z G O T L E
 E R C A P T I V E S
 T O D H P E N U T S
 C L I B E R T Y A E
 K L O R D D J L Q D 
P R O C L A I M A S

ANOINT

CAPTIVES

FREE

GO

ISAIAH

JESUS

LET

LIBERTY

LORD
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PROPHET

SCROLL

SENT
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All of the words below can be found in next 
Sunday’s “Good News” above. Can you find 

these words hidden in the puzzle?


