
Weekly Gospel Connection

Preparing for the 26th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time

My Gospel Connection
Thoughts on Mark 9:38-48 

Everyone needs to receive a reward now and then, and certainly the promise of that happening in heaven is a worthy 
goal to strive for. But as we mature we must learn to do the right thing(s) because it is right and not because we want 
or expect a reward. Many times the positive feeling we get from doing the right thing is a more-than-sufficient reward.

In next Sunday’s Gospel, “tattletale” John wants Jesus to know there are outsiders acting in Jesus’ name. What 
did John expect Jesus to say about these people? He probably expected him to be angry that someone was using 
his name without his permission, yet Jesus did the opposite. The most important thing to Jesus is always ACTION, 
not the actor. As for John the tattletale, one wonders whether he was ever going to try the same tactics again! Surely 
he did not expect Jesus to praise the people targeted for reprimand. Actually, learning what and whom to tell adults 
about is a great topic for discussion. When do we need to draw a line between loyalty to friends and telling about 
someone or something that needs to be reported? 

Think about Jesus’ statements telling us to cut off our hand or foot, and pluck out an eye. Does he REALLY mean 
for us to disfigure ourselves? Jesus was telling us that things we know cause us to sin should be eliminated from 
our lives no matter what the cost. We will not cut off a hand or foot, but what are things we should remove from our 
lives that we know are unhealthy? A friend? A place? An activity?

Something to Think About
• Are there any organizations in your parish or in your community 

who help/serve others? (Meals on Wheels, shelters for abuse 
victims, free daycare, food banks, etc.)

• Think about people who volunteer for these and other charities. 
Why do they do it? Do they receive any immediate rewards? What 
can your family do to help in this important work?

SAINT OF THE WEEK
Monday, September 20

St. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, 
Paul Chongo Hasang and Companions

Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chong Ha-sang 
and their companions were the first to be martyred 
in Korea. Many have died defending their faith in that 
country, including many lay people who spread the 
faith without the presence of priests.

Click Here for 
Sunday’s Readings
Numbers 11:25-29
Psalm 19
James 5:1-6
Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48Week of September 19-25

SAINT OF THE WEEK
Tuesday, September 21

St. Matthew (first century)
We know St. Matthew as one of Jesus’ apostles and a 

Gospel author. The focus of Matthew’s writing was the 
Jewish community, where he preached the news that their 
long-awaited Messiah had come. His life and ministry show 
us that Jesus, indeed, did come to call the “imperfect” in 
order that they might strive for perfection. 

Pray Today!
Lord Jesus, through your 

grace, guide me do the 
right thing, not because I 
need a reward, but because 
it pleases you. Amen.


