
Preparing for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Parent Connect
Thoughts on Luke 4:16-30

In this lesson, Jesus returns to his hometown of Nazareth. At first the people there 
welcome their hometown hero, but the story does not end well. Jesus attends the 
local synagogue on the Sabbath. As a special guest, he is invited to read from the 
writings of the prophets. Jesus turns to Isaiah 61:1-2, a prophecy that describes 
exactly what he came to do. God sent him to proclaim good news to the poor and 
liberty to the captives, to bring sight to the blind and freedom for the oppressed—“to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Jesus then makes an astonishing announce-
ment: “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” The Messiah has 
come—and here he is, right now! 

At first the people speak well of Jesus. They are proud of their “homegrown” famous 
teacher, but unbelief is hidden beneath their hometown pride. 

Surely, they must think, Jesus cannot be the Messiah of Israel. “Is not this Joseph’s 
son?” they ask. But Jesus knows they do not believe in him and he confronts them 
in their unbelief: “No prophet is acceptable in his hometown.” The Old Testament 
prophets Elijah and Elisha faced similar unbelief within Israel, so God displayed his 
power through his prophets—not to Israel, but to outsiders. Upon hearing this, the 
people of Nazareth are so angry they force Jesus out of town and even try to throw 
him over a cliff, but Jesus walks safely away. 

Many people in Nazareth chose to reject Jesus as their Messiah. They chose to 
remain lost in the darkness of unbelief and captive to sin. Yet Jesus fulfilled the words 
of the prophets. He came to proclaim liberty to the captives, and all who believe in 
him are set free!

Let’s Talk Around the Table!
• Read the list of ministries in Sunday’s second reading (1 

Corinthians 12:27-31). Encourage your children to con-
sider which one they believe they have a gift for doing.

•	The	reading	tells	us	we	are	all	different,	possessing	dif-
ferent	talents	and	abilities.	Yet	all	of	us	play	a	necessary	role	within	the	Body	of	Christ.

•	Pray	that	all	of	us	recognize	and	respect	the	uniqueness	of	others.	Some	may	appear	to	be	different	
from	us,	but	we	all	have	a	part	to	play	in	the	Christian	community.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
January 18 is the day to remember 

The Confession of St. Peter. The story of 
Peter’s confession is found in Matthew 
16:13-20 (also in Mark 8:27-30 and 
Luke 9:18-21). Jesus asks his disciples, 
“Who do you say I am?” Peter makes his 
confession—his statement of faith. It is 
the answer God reveals to him, the an-

Discover Sunday’s Readings
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19:(1-6) 7-14
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:16-30Week of January 16-22

swer of everyone who trusts in Jesus for 
salvation: “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” Peter’s statement of faith 
is the rock, the rock solid foundation of 
truth on which Jesus will build his Church.

January 20, 1930…Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin is born. On July 20, 1969, he and 
Neil Armstrong were the first men to walk 
on the moon. 

Pray
Today!
Lord Jesus,  help 

me to recognize the 
special gifts you 
have given me, and 
then learn to use 
them for the good 
of all. Amen.

Seek & Find
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ANOINT

CAPTIVES

FREE

GO

ISAIAH

JESUS

LET

LIBERTY

LORD

OPPRESSED

PROCLAIM

PROPHET

SCROLL

SENT

SPIRIT

All of the words below can be found in next 
Sunday’s “Good News” above. Can you find 

these words hidden in the puzzle?
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